Unit 4: Generation ‘like’

Teens react 
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Presenter: Today I want to talk about what’s cool and what’s not. I’m talking to four very
cool young people, Amelia, Scarlett, Thomas and Mohammed. Hi guys.
Amelia: Hello!
Scarlett: Hi.
Thomas: Hey there.
Mohammed: Hi!
Presenter: OK, I’ve got some images here and I just want you to say if they are cool or not.
OK, so here’s the first image and it’s a rather special vehicle. Cool or not cool?
Amelia?
Amelia: Well, it’s not really my thing to be honest. My dad would love one. He likes
being on the road. He thinks they’re so cool. And I’m not really a camping
person. So no, not my idea of cool.
Presenter: OK. Scarlett, what do you think?
Scarlett: Oh, I actually love old stuff like that. It makes me think of lazy, sunny days at
the beach. And you have so much freedom with one of those. You can go
where you like. I give it a thumbs up. Yes.
Presenter: What about you, Mohammed?
Mohammed: Yeah, I’d love one of those. It’s a classic. You could go to festivals in that.
That’s very cool.
Presenter: Thomas? You’re shaking your head.
Thomas: No, those were cool maybe thirty or forty years ago. I’d prefer a fast car or
something. That’s kind of hippy, flowers in your hair and all that. It’s not my kind
of thing.
Presenter: OK, let’s try something else. What about these five people. Ok, now the band is
made up of four, but anyway – are they cool? Thomas, you start.
Thomas: Definitely not.
Presenter: Really? Why?
Thomas: For lots of reasons. One, what they’re wearing is stupid, and secondly their
music is terrible. They’re, like, really, really bad.
Presenter: Amelia, do you agree?
Amelia: Well, it’s true that their clothes are a bit odd. Those jumpsuits were in fashion
for a time. That was a very strange fashion! What were they called?
Scarlett: The band or the jumpsuits?
Amelia: The jumpsuits.
Scarlett: They’re onesies.
Amelia: That’s right. Onesies. Bizarre. But the guys are cool, especially the one in the
middle. I love his voice. I like most of their music, actually. Scarlett, what do you
think?
Scarlett: Sorry, Amelia. I don’t mind boy bands, but these guys are especially uncool.
Presenter: Mohammed?
Mohammed: This is terrible, but I have to say that I like One Direction. Their music is dumb,
but I like it. I don’t know why. I can’t help it!
Presenter: OK, some strong reactions there. Next we have an interesting piece of street
art. Is that cool or not. Scarlett?
Scarlett: Oh, is it street art? Oh, I don’t just see a picture on a wall. It’s funny and seems
to have a life of its own. Wow, that is amazing. Yes, I like that. It’s very clever.
Presenter: Amelia?
Amelia: Well, no. I don’t really like it. I think it’s like graffiti and I hate graffiti. I don’t see
what’s cool about it.
Thomas: Oh, I think it’s brilliant. It’s funny. It makes you laugh. I’d say thumbs up for that
one.
Presenter: Thanks Thomas, that was very definite. Mohammed?
Mohammed: Yeah I think that’s pretty cool. It kind of plays with your head, doesn’t it? It’s like
you’re not sure what you’re looking at.
Presenter: OK we’re moving onto clothes now. What about these these? What do you
think, Mohammed?
Mohammed: Well, maybe they were once “in”, and I guess they’re kind of fun, but they are
definitely “out” now. Nah, they’re not for me. What do you think Amelia?
Amelia: They were probably cool in the old days, like before I was born, but now …
They’re from … when? The Sixties? They might become trendy again
sometime. But I really hope they don’t. I don’t want to wear them.
Presenter: OK, so for you they’re not cool at the moment. Thomas?
Thomas: Definitely not cool. Oh no, I hate those. They look stupid.
Presenter: Scarlett?
Scarlett: Well actually, I’d love to wear them. Especially with those red boots! I’d be the
coolest person out of all my friends.
Presenter: OK, so you have some very different reactions to the bell-bottoms! Last picture.
What about this gentleman. Cool or not? Mohammed?
Mohammed: Oh yeah. He’s very calm and he’s very professional. And he’s a bit scary too.
Oh yes, 007 is my man.
Presenter: Thomas, do you agree?
Thomas: I don’t know. I think the Bond films are a bit boring. No, he’s not that great.
There are much cooler heroes than him.
Presenter: Scarlett?
Scarlett: I agree. For me he doesn’t have it. He’s violent and aggressive, and he thinks
he’s cool. But for me he isn’t. I don’t like the character and I hate the films.
Presenter: Amelia?
Amelia: Well, actually I think he’s pretty cool. OK, the films are a bit stupid, but they’re
fun. And I think Daniel Craig is a very smooth, very good actor.
